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Remembering Quaashi Chandler 
By Keith Reid-Cleveland 
   On the night of Friday, September 5, De La Salle Institute lost a very good friend. Quaashi Chandler was a stu-
dent-athlete at De La Salle Institute his freshman and sophomore years. After his sophomore year, he transferred to Curie Metropolitan High School.  

   During a football game against Bolingbrook, Chandler went down on the field due to an asthma attack. Chandler had a history of asthma-related 
medical issues. With 41 seconds left in the fourth quarter, the game was called. Medical staff spent several minutes at the game treating Chandler be-
fore he was rushed to Adventist Bolingbrook Hospital, where he was sadly pronounced dead in the emergency room. This death affected people every-
where, from teachers to students, from family to friends, and from Curie to De La Salle.  
   Although Chandler transferred from De La Salle after only two years, he was still a person who everyone knew and recognized. He will be remem-
bered for his bright smile, sense of humor, and determination. Chandler didnôt get a chance to play for the varsity football team at De La Salle Institute, 
but he still managed to form relationships with several students, teachers and coaches. Head varsity football coach Daniel O'Keefe was Chandler's re-
ligion teacher. Although he didn't get to coach him on the football field, OôKeefe still saw good qualities in Chandler in the classroom."Quaashi was 

very diligent, happy, hard-working, a good student, and tough," said O'Keefe. When he asked another DLS football coach about Chandler's playing 
abilities, OôKeefe was told, "If we had 11 guys on a team like him, we'd be great." 
   Coach Tad Hickel had the chance to coach Chandler on the De La Salle sophomore football team during the 07-08 school year.  Hickel didn't get the 
news until the next Saturday morning when the players were talking about it at practice.  "I was in shock; I never thought that could happen. I couldn't 
even believe it," stated Hickel. When asked what he saw in Quaashi as a football player, Hickel responded, "A lot of talent, athleticism, fast, powerful. 
He could do anything you wanted him to, as far as a running back is concerned." 
   Advice from both of these coaches is to seek out comfort from those you are close to in this time of need. 
 Students around DLS who knew Chandler personally were hit hard by the news. Seniors Brendon Rahman and DaVonte Poole were some of those 

students. "My best memories with Quaashi were playing football [in gym], going to the weight room, and sitting in Spanish class. ñI could never focus 
because he always had us laughing," said Rahman. Rahman, like many other students, was in complete denial when he heard the news. "I couldn't ac-
cept that he had passed; that's what was on my mind. Then I saw the article at one in the morning in the [Chicago] Sun-Times online, and then it really 
started to sink in. I couldn't sleep for days." Rahman was asked what he's doing to do to deal with the loss of a friend and what he would suggest to 
someone else. "My advice for people, not only from DLS, but everyone who knew Quaashi, is pray. It's hard, but honestly praying is the only solution; 
talk to your counselor, and don't hold it in. If you need to cry, do it." Poole also was hurt deeply by the death. Poole took the time to look back on his 
friendship with Chandler, including memories like betting on who they'd take to prom, laughing at the lunch table, and watching his work on the foot-
ball field. "My advice to others is to look at it this way: Quaashi died doing what he loved the most. If I [was going to die], I'd rather go out doing what 

I loved, too," said Poole. 
   De La Salle Institute would like to express its sympathy to those who knew Chandler, family members, as well as friends,  and say that although life 
has its struggles, there's always a way to make it through, whether that be through prayer, friends and family, or expression. 

Publication Writing Staff Makes Debut 
By Karla Rivers and Briana Martinez 
 This yearôs Publication Writing Staff, who will work on the ñThe Victoryò and the yearbook, discusses what they are looking forward to this year. 
ñLearning how to write better and getting to know people.ò-Bryant Barnard  

ñIôm excited about letting my voice be heard around the school.ò-Keith Reid-Cleveland  
ñIôm looking forward to designing the yearbook, making it look different than before, and working with the people in my class.ò-Christina Davila 
ñI want to bring something new to the newspaper and yearbook, mainly the yearbook. Thatôs my main intention.ò-Rafael De La Isla 
ñIôm looking forward to improving my writing.ò-Nate Jacobson 
ñIôm excited about working with different people for the yearbookéIôm happy that we have a class like this so that it can help us if we want to work in 
the journalism field.ò-Maceo Johnson 
ñCollege Q & Aôs, whatôs hot now, and the comics.ò-Raymond Johnson 
ñJust getting the chance to mix it up with the girls campus and working on something [is what Iôm looking forward to].ò-Nick Kil coyne 

ñIôm looking forward to working with everyone and making the Lasallian Youth part of the yearbook amazing.ò-Briana Martinez 
ñIôm looking forward to learning how to become a better journalist, writing articles, taking pictures, and writing about the school.ò-Carl McGee 
ñI donôt know, but Iôm excited for it!ò-Claudia Racey 
ñIôm looking forward to working with the team on the yearbook, learning and taking in new things and most important, having fun.ò-Karla Rivers 
ñTo work along with my fellow peers and make our senior newspaper the best newspaper in De La Salle history.ò-Aaron Samuel 
ñIôm looking forward to making this yearbook the best one De La Salle has ever had and to making the newspaper better each issue.ò-Kelsey Stone 

ñIôm looking forward to a great, fun year, a lot of hard work, and the yearbook.ò-Marc Vega 

THE VICTORY  

SURVEY RESULTS 
By Vanity Walsh and Samantha Clancy 
     Last week you took a survey during 
Advisory about what youôre most looking 

forward to this school year. Compare 
your answer to other Meteorsô responses! 
 

Dances  17% 
Pep Rallies  19% 

Sporting Events  27% 
Meeting New People  9% 

Achieving Personal Goals  28% 

EXTRA! EXTRA!  

Senior Nathaniel Jacobson Named 

Editor of  ñThe Victoryò! 

 

Whatôs next? The October issue will feature: 

Homecoming Week  

Clubs at DLS 

Much more... 

ñThe Victoryò is online at dls.org 



The DLS Family WELCOMES New Teachers & Staff 
By Christina Davila and Marc Vega 
   Three new teachers and three new staff members have become part of the 
De La Salle family for the 2009-2010 school year!  

How has your experience at DLS been so far? 
ñItôs been a great experience with fine staff and excellent students. Iôm glad to 
be accepted into the De La Salle family.òðMr. Ronald Cunat, Environ-
mental, Earth, and Physical Science Teacher 
ñItôs fantastic; we have excellent young men.òð Mr. Michael Dieter, Chris-
tian Vocation Teacher 
ñI came from another Catholic high school [St. Ignatius]. Itôs a different envi-
ronment. Itôs my first all-boys high school. The students here are more di-

verse, and Iôll need to get used to the change.òð Mr. Roger Yee, Biology, 
Physical Science Teacher 
ñI am very excited to be back at my alma mater. There were several faculty 
and staff who were influential in my growth as a young man, and I am hon-
ored and privileged to utilize my position and skills, if given the chance to do 
the same for the young men and women of the Institute today and for years to 
come.ò ð Mr. Ben Wonzer, Special Events Manager 
ñI have really enjoyed my time at De La Salle so far!  The faculty and staff 

have gone out of their way to make me feel welcome.  I am particularly im-
pressed by our students and their positive attitudes and willingness to help.ò 
ð Ms. Maria DiDonato, Assistant Director of Admissions 
ñStarting at the womenôs campus this year has been busy and very rewarding 
already.  I am amazed at how the faculty and students are so involved with the 
school. There are countless clubs, sports, and after-school activities that stu-
dents are involved in. It is a true testament of how well-rounded this school 
is.ò -Ms. Mary Payne, Counselor at the Lourdes Hall Campus 

 
 

PC Tablet Technology Tips 
By Konrad Kukowski 
   Whether this is your fourth year with the Tablet PCs or your first, every so 
often weôll provide you with some important tips to remember when working 

with the computer. 
  1. Always back up your work on a flash drive or an external hard drive; you 
never know what might happen to your computer.  
  2. Save your work periodically as you add things to it ï your computer may 
reboot, and you may lose some or all of what you were working on.  
  3. Use Microsoft Office Outlook to organize your projects and homework. 

College Corner 
By Kelsey Stone  
   The College Corner is the ground for showcasing colleges across the coun-
try. Weôre going to feature a few colleges each issue: a small college for those 

who prefer more individual attention and a big school for those who like to be 
part of the crowd.  

Columbia College 
Location: Chicago, Illinois, Downtown area 
College Type: Private/Four Year 
School Size: 12,000+ students 
Average Class Size: fewer than 20 students 
ACT/SAT Scores: Strongly recommended but not required  

Application Deadline: May 1 

Illinois State University 
Location: Normal, Illinois 
College Type: Public 
School Size: 17,655 undergraduates  
Average Class Size: 49 or fewer  
ACT/SAT Scores: 22-26 (ACT)  
Application Deadline: November 1 

 

Scholarships: Theyôre There, But Where? Where and How to Find Them 
By Raymond Johnson 
   Typically, students push things like applying for scholarships to senior year 
in belief that itôs the only time they are applicable. In reality, you could start 

as soon as your freshman and sophomore years. 
   Scholarships tend to have specific deadlines, so the truth is, the sooner, the 
better. From the time youôre registered with De La Salle, you have access to 
an abundance of resources. Once youôre registered, you should immediately 
pay attention to e-mail posts and the DLS Family Connection website, which 
is linked on the DLS homepage under the Student Life section. Once there, 
Family Connection allows access to help with financial aid options and nu-
merous good search engines. 

   Another website that tells you how to find scholarships and allows you a 
hands-on feel is www.fastweb.com. ñFastwebò is a website that not only al-
lows you to access its search engine, but also to set up accounts, make a per-
sonal profile, and request you to answer general questions to relate its search 
results to your potential. 
   ñEfficiency in your pursuance is the key,ò College and Career Counselor 
Mr. Geoff Johnson said. ñéjust keep in mind some are more worthwhile than 
others.ò 

   ñNinety-five percent of scholarships come from colleges themselves. A 
huge factor is F.A.F.S.A. ï or Free Application for Student Aid ï which you 
will  complete in January of your senior year here at DLS,ò Johnson later con-
tinued.  
   In his describing of the major steps we could possibly take from freshman 
year, it goes without saying Johnson believes it doesnôt start in January at the 
end of the year. ñThe spending of scholarship dollars all starts early,ò Johnson 
said. ñSticking to your timelines is important. But what is most important that 

is you apply to schools that most excite you and enable you to pursue your 
goal.ò 
   There is also actually a lot of help that comes with a religious affiliation. 
The Christian Brothersô Association provides help with $1,000-$2,000 in 
private Catholic scholarships awarded specifically for Catholic high schools.  
 The difference between sizes in colleges (public vs. private) impacts the 
amount of scholarship dollars sent out.  
   In our current economic state, public schools being much larger can only 
expend so much money because they are funded more by the government. 

Private schools are funded by public endowments and are more stable because 
of their big savings and bigger investments. So, all in all, the money is there; 
we just need to take the time to take it. 

The Early Bird Gets the Worm 
By Bryant Barnard 
   Attention seniorsðcollege deadlines are right around the corner. Most 
colleges want applications by October 31 (Halloween), but all applications 

should be turned in before that, so the colleges have a chance to look at 
them. Mr. Geoff Johnson told seniors before the first day of school about 
college deadlines and the fact that he cannot help if a deadline is missed. 
Seniors have a month before applications must be turned in, which is plenty 
of time to get them done. Whatever school you want to go to, find out the 
deadline for applications and get going.  

http://www.fastweb.com


Jay-Z Keeps His Blueprint Worth the Wait 
By Aaron Samuel  
   ñThink I better give you a reminder,ò that the Brooklyn Boy is back, and his 
return just blows away all the expectations. ñThe Blueprint 3ò is one of the 

most anticipated albums of 2009, and Jay-Z keeps reminding us why we con-
tinue to love his albums.  
   ñThe Blueprint 3ò is the 11th album that Jay-Z has put out in his illustrious 
career, and hopefully, this will be his 11th No. 1 album. This album blends 
various types of infamous artists to make this one of the best albums that has 
come out this year. The artists include famous producers Kanye West, Swiss 
Beats, Pharrell and Timberland, Grammy winner Alicia Keys and up-and-
coming artists Drake and Kid Cudi.  

   As a whole, Jay-Z has put his heart and soul into this CD. It feels like you 
experience what is happening in each and every one of his songs. His lyrical 
expertise is on display when Jay-Z takes the microphone in all his songs, but 
itôs on full display in his song, ñVenus Vs. Mars.ò  
   ñThe Blueprint 3ò is another one of those albums that you can just sit down 
and listen to every song. This album is really that good. Bouncing back from 
his 2007 No. 1 album ñAmerican Gangster,ò Jay-Z keeps the people wanting 
more.  

Lasallian Youth Brings Students Together 
By Briana Martinez 
   When you hear Lasallian Youth, do you really know what it is or what this 
particular group does? ñLasallian Youth is an organization in school to help 

students with faith, service, community, and the issue of social justice,ò said 
senior Dmitri Snyder, who is also the Director of Lasallian Youth.  
   People should definitely join to ñgive it a chance and [to] see itôs a great 
opportunity,ò Snyder said. 

   Every meeting promises excitement and fun. Come join one of the biggest 

clubs at De La Salle. This year, Lasallian Youth will meet every Thursday 

from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. in Bansley Hall at the Institute Campus. 

Just Getting Started 
By Karla Rivers 
   The girls tennis team is back again for the fall season and plans to do even 
better this year. So far, the teamôs current record is 1-2. Coach Rolando Dan-

zine is head of the varsity team while Coach Erin Kehoe is in charge of the 
junior varsity team. 
   Coach Danzine is confident that the girls will do great this year. ñIôm look-
ing forward to the GCAC Tournament,ò said Danzine. 
   The girls will definitely go far with junior Kaia Powell, who is No. 1 on 
the varsity. Her record is 2-1. Danzine expects great things from her this 
season. No. 2 varsity player senior, Taylor Stokes, whose record is 3-0, has 
also been playing extremely well. Stokes has played varsity all four years of 

high school. 
   ñI think the singles [varsity] will do great,ò predicts Danzine. ñWe will do 
our best.ò  
   Danzine and Kehoe have been working with the girls every day to better 
their skills. The practice routines include running, hitting the ball back and 
forth, footwork, and working in the weight room whenever it rains. 

Getting Ready for Volleyball 
By Claudia Racey 
   This year, the volleyball squad will be going the distance in preparing for the Girls 
Catholic Athletic Conference tournament. ñI prepare the girls by giving them tough 

schedules and pushing their potential,ò said head varsity coach Anna Marassa. 

   One good thing this year is that three key players are returning this varsity season 

including senior Taylor Drechney, senior Amy Hermle, and junior Jenna Duddle-

ston. We look for great things from the team.   

Tony ñEl Maestroò Maldonado Teaches Somebody a Lesson 
By Rafael De La Isla 
   Mr. Tony Maldonado is one of De La Salleôs very own Spanish teachers.  
Step into his classroom; itôs pushups.  Step into his ring; itôs lights out.  

Maldonado is also known for bringing the boxing program to DLS, but what 
some people didnôt know is what went down on August 28.  Maldonado fought 
in his second professional fight and came away with a victory. 
   ñI was a little nervous because it was my first time fighting with eight-ounce 
gloves,ò said Maldonado, when asked what was going through his mind as he 
stepped into the ring with his opponent. 
   As soon as the bell rang, Maldonado manhandled his opponent with ease. 
The match was rather short.  It was supposed to last four rounds, and it lasted 

two.  Maldonado won by technical knockout. Maldonadoôs fans roared with 
cheers as he raised his fist in victory.   
   ñI was happy and excited,ò said Maldonado. 

   Maldonado plans to take a few weeks off before stepping into the ring again. 

Now heôs focusing on teaching students a lesson about not doing their home-

work.  

 

Upcoming Dates: 

September 29: Mid-Quarter Reports Issued 

October: Cancer Awareness Month 

October 5-9: Spirit Week 

October 10: Homecoming Dance 

November 2-3: Senior Boys Retreat 

Back To School Jam 
By Carl McGee 
   Last weekend, the City of De La Salle sponsored the Back To 
School Dance. The Back to School Dance was a chance for students 

to talk and have a good time with friends. According to Mr. Dan 
Dowling, the reason we had this dance was because ñitôs what stu-
dents asked for.ò  
   Senior Katie Hayes said, ñI didnôt think [as many] would come, 
but lots of people showed up and had fun.ò The good thing about 
this dance was that it was casual. People could come in jeans, a T-
shirt and gym shoes. Junior Jenelle Scumaci said, ñI like the fact 
that the mixer was a way of meeting people and showing off the 

way we dress and seeing people in street clothes. I thought that was 
cool.ò  
   What kind of dance would it be without music? Music was played 
by DJ Victor Salazar. People seemed to enjoy the different types of 
music played. Hayes said, ñThe DJ was good and played a variety 
of music all night.ò Scumaci added, ñThe DJ let us give input as to 
which songs we would like, and he did a great job with playing 
what he thought we would like.ò  

   According to Scumaci, ñMy favorite part was when Carl McGee 
got in the middle and started dancing to óSingle Ladiesô when eve-
ryone was in a circle around him.ò Mr. Ted Morgan said, óThe Ma-
carenaô and Carlôs óSingle Ladiesô dance were my favorite parts.ò    
   Dowling said, ñEveryone came and had a great time, and students 
took advantage of having fun.ò 

 Room 112 at Institute Campus. 

Every day after school and 

Thursday at 8:00 a.m. 



Meteors Dominate Indians in All Phases of Game 
By Nate Jacobson  
   The De La Salle Meteor football team made the most of its opportunity to play in an 
NFL stadium. In their season opener at Soldier Field, the Meteors defeated Lane Tech 

28-7. It was a great team effort thanks to the play of the offense, defense, and special 
teams.  
   Offensively, the Meteors were led by junior QB Juwan Martin. He was able to outplay 
the Lane Tech defense with his arm and his legs. Martin scored the opening touchdown 
with a 63-yard run. The young quarterback also had some nice passes to set up scoring 
drives. Seniors Mark Kasper and Pat Golden added 
touchdown runs.  
   On the other side of the ball, the Meteors held the 

Indians scoreless for three quarters. The highlights on 
defense were two interceptions by senior Troy Tor-
rence. The Meteor defense was tested early. The Indi-
ans were driving downfield and marched into the red 
zone, but Torrence stopped the drive with a leap-
ing ,one-handed grab to shift the momentum.  
   On special teams, senior D.J. Bland blocked a punt 
and recovered the ball in the end zone for a touch-

down. In the kicking game, senior kicker Luis Perez 
went 4 for 4 on extra points.  
  

Perfect So Far 
By Nate Jacobson 

   Not only has the De La Salle football team started the season undefeated, but it has 

won all fours games convincingly. After an opening win against Lane Tech at Soldier 
Field, the Meteors have dominated Catholic League White opponents Hales, Leo, and 
Saint Ignatius by a combined score of 114-13. "The defense has played very well, and 
the offense is moving the ball," said Head Coach Dan O'Keefe. 
   On the offensive side of the ball, junior QB Juwan Martin has led the high-powered Meteor 
offense. On the ground, senior RB Mark Kasper leads the team in rushing yards. Kasper 

really stood out in the home opener against Leo when he ran for 201 yards. Senior center T.J. 
Rodriguez is the anchor of the offensive line that has been very valuable.  When asked about 
the offenseôs success Rodriguez said, "The fact that we have multiple weapons has been 
great." He also mentioned that the improvement in the passing game has opened up the run-
ning game.  
   Defensively, the Meteors are led by defensive coordinator Dan McGuire, who runs a 
unique defensive, scheme that uses the great speed the players possess.  Because of that sys-
tem, the Meteorsô starting defense has yet to surrender any points. McGuire said, "I am very 

happy how our defense has played, especially against Lane Tech." He also hailed the offense 
by saying, "We don't feel like we have to shut out every team, because we know the offense 
is going to score." The defensive leaders have been senior linebackers Ed Keating and Bob 
Kerwin and junior DL Josh Lisenby.  
   On special teams, Coach O'Keefe has been very impressed by the play of senior D.J. Bland 
and junior Gerrick Ratliff. Both players are kick returners and have great speed. This makes 
them very dangerous to opposing teams. 
   At 4-0 overall and 3-0 in the conference, the Meteors are looking strong. Coach O'Keefe 

said, "We need to improve on finishing long drives and limiting our amount of penalties." 
The Meteors aren't setting too many expectations for the future. "Our goal is to stay healthy, 
and focus on the next game," Coach O'Keefe said. If they continue to do this, then they 
should be looking good as the schedule gets more challenging.  

Little Guys, Big Hearts  
By Bryant Barnard 
   Both the freshman and sophomore football teams are doing well this year.   
  ñThe reason I coach is to develop young men into a tough, confident team that works to-

gether, and hopefully, we will accomplish that,ò said Bob Garrett, head coach of the sopho-
more football team. Currently, the sophomoreôs record is 1-2. ñThe No. 1 goal is to prepare 
the sophomores for varsity football. The second goal is to win as many games as possible 
and to have fun,ò said Garrett.  
   The freshman football team has had an awesome start to the season with a record of 2-1 
and 2-0 in the White Division. ñ[The goals are] getting the kids to develop and teaching 
them the system (of football) to play in a unit of the De La Salle football team,ò said Coach 
Mike Vitek. With coaches like Garrett and Vitek, the Meteor football teams will dominate 

the season.  

Succeeding on Both Ends of the Field 
By Maceo Johnson 
   ñMy team goals for this season are for my players to play 
competitively every game and to win the Catholic League  

again,ò said Coach Tom Dufficy.  
   The Meteor varsity soccer team is led by Dufficy and 
Coach Frank Martinez. The Meteors have a record of 4-4-1. 
This yearôs Meteor soccer teamôs goals are to be good stu-
dents, good Christians, and good athletes.  
   The toughest game for the soccer team this season was 
against Nazareth Academy. The Meteors fell short 3-1. 
ñNazareth is a very strong team, but I am still proud of the 

effort that the Meteors gave,ò said Dufficy.   
   Key players for the Meteors are senior goalkeeper Luis 
Perez, senior midfielder Nate Jacobson, junior center mid-
fielder Gabriel Garcia, junior forward Genaro Delgado, and 
sophomore forward Luis Calvillo.  
   Perez is a goalkeeper for the Meteor soccer team and 
kicker for the Meteor football team. When asked about play-
ing two sports at once he said, ñIt's a great experience, and it 

keeps me really busy every day of the week.ò Perez has high 
expectations for the rest of the season. ñI see us ending up 
with a winning record and winning our conference,ò he said. 

 

 

Senior Luis Perez looks on after he takes a goal 

kick. Perez has played between the pipes for the 

varsity soccer team for four years. 

Faster Than the Speed of Lightning  
By Maceo Johnson 
   If you think running to class is hard, try running alongside the 

Meteor cross country team.  
   The team is led by the coaching staff of Mr. Eric Crosby and 
Ms. Jaclin Szafraniec. Crosby has been coaching the Meteor 
cross country team since 2000. This is Ms. Szafraniecôs first 
season coaching. Both Crosby and Szafraniec have experience 
running in marathons and in other competitions. 
   This year, the team will look for fast times from seniors John 
Zackrison, Jake Bugajski, Barb Doherty, and Nicole Ortiz.  

 
JV Soccer Continues to Make Strides 
By Nate Jacobson 
   The junior varsity soccer team is in the early parts of its sea-
son. The team is led by Head Coach Carlos Nunez and Coach 

Antonio Maldonado. For the last five weeks, each player has 
been improving their all-around game.  
   Coach Nunez said, "The team has improved the most on gen-
eral conditioning and working on fundamentals." Freshman 
defender Chris Razo said, "My touch is better, and I have 
gained a lot of experience playing against older players." 
   The Meteorsô 1-3 record doesn't reflect the way they have 
played. Their first four games have been against very tough 
opponents. With many games still to come, Coach Nunez and 

Coach Maldonado hope to make the players better on the field.    
"The greatest areas that can be improved upon are using both 
feet, recognizing game situations, and communicating," said 
Coach Nunez. "Soccer is a very humbling sport; it challenges 
you to quit.  Both Coach Maldonado and I believe that thereôs a 
tremendous life lesson in overcoming an obstacle through hard 
work.  It builds character that will hopefully last a lifetime." 
  

Senior Mark Kasper  celebrates a touch-

down at Soldier Field.  

GO METEORS  


